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Arts & Culture Plan @

The Venue Access grant was inspired by the City of Charlotte Arts & Culture
Plan. This proposal outlined a vision to sustain and grow the arts and culture
sector in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg area. This funding opportunity aligns with
the strategic priorities to Connected Community and promoting Economic
Opportunities. Successful proposals will demonstrate how their projects
contribute to the broader county goals, such as:

Fostering access to physical, social, and Providing economic opportunities for individuals
informational resources for all community members. and businesses.

Building a community where all people can thrive and be well.


https://www.charlottenc.gov/Streets-and-Neighborhoods/Activities-Culture/Arts-and-Culture/Culture-Plan
https://www.charlottenc.gov/Streets-and-Neighborhoods/Activities-Culture/Arts-and-Culture/Culture-Plan

Venhue Access Grant
Timeline

Application opens: Wednesday, January 14th, 2026, at noon
Supporting programming taking place September 1%, 2025 through December 31, 2026
Application Deadline: Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis with preference to
applications received by Wednesday, February 11th, 2026, at 12:00pm/Noon.

* All applicants must submit an application using our online application form by the published

deadline.

Draft applications will be accepted through Jan 30t"at 5:00pm.

Award or Declination Notification: TBD. Most likely Mar. 11th for the first round of applications.
All other applicants may expect notification at approximately 4 weeks after application receipt.



Divine Barrel Brewing
3701 N Davidson St Suite #203, Charlotte, NC 28205
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Who can apply?

Creative Individuals

Must operate as a sole proprietorship, LLC, or be fiscally sponsored
by a 501(c)(3) public charity (if this were the case, the public charity
would apply through our grant call’s similar offering specifically for
public charities)

Book of work must be focused on arts, science, history, or heritage
programming.

Must be 18 years of age, reside and/or have an artistic
business/studio in, and primarily serve Mecklenburg County.

Must have a professional portfolio that includes published or publicly
displayed works.

Must have a minimum of three years of income history from their
artistry as a sole proprietor or LLC to demonstrate professional artist
tenure.

must have produced a similar event previously within Mecklenburg
County, as this evidence and venue reference is needed as part of the
application.

Must be a 501(c)(3) public charity or be fiscally sponsored by a
501(c)(3) public charity. ASC encourages collaborative projects.
Organizations working together should identify a single organization
that will serve as the grant applicant and fiscal sponsor.

Primary mission must be focused on arts, science, history, or heritage
programming.

Must be located in and primarily serve Mecklenburg County.

Must have a minimum of two years of operational history.

Must have operating budget of $1.25 million or less.

Creative Individuals and Nonprofits are encouraged to submit
one application annualy. Multiple performances that are a part
of the same event can be funded (ex. three performances of the
same show in one weekend).
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Eligible Requests




Ineligible Requests
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BEFORE APPLYING

The Long Room
1111 Central Avenue, Ste 230, Charlotte, NC, 28204
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Before Applying

Applicant(s) must reach out to an eligible venue previously approved by ASC.
a. Inform the venue that you are applying for a Venue Access Grant through ASC and let them know of the
anticipated notification date (approx. 4 weeks after your date of submittal).
b. Additionally, inform them if this venue rental is contingent upon the receival of this grant, so they are aware as
they place the hold on the space.
c. If you have connections with a venue that is not listed on our eligible venues list, you may reach out to ASC for
review. These venues must have a public-facing rental packet (or a rental packet presented to ASC that ensures all
candidates would be offered the same rates) to ensure equitable rental across multiple vendors.
2. After researching and determining an appropriate venue, applicants confirm availability with the venue to hold
dates via: A) a venue-provided MOU and B) quote listing all anticipated expenses.
a. Note: An applicant must anticipate filling at least 50% of venue capacity if seeking a rental that is S5k or more.
If the audience served is less than 50% of the venue capacity, this will affect the applicant's eligibility for future
Venue Access Grant funding. This ensures that an applicant selects a venue that matches the applicant’s estimated
audience attendance, as this is a critical part of the application process.
3. Once the MOU and quote are received, the applicant can apply for funding within the limitations of the Rental
Matrix and submit all paperwork and other requirements listed online via ASC’s website.
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Individual Creative @
M qt rix The applicant's anticipated audience size determines the

amount of funding they are eligible for. See the tiered matrix
below.

Tier 1 — Anticipated audience size is less than 300 patrons. 2 Tier 2 — Anticipated audience size is more than 300 patrons.

Covers 100% subsidy for base rental.

Additional needs can be included (technicians, FOH
support, etc.)

Maximum grant amount: $10,000

* Covers 100% subsidy for base rental.
« Additional needs can be included (technicians, FOH support, etc.)

¢ Maximum grant amount: $5,000
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NonprofitRental @

o
M qt r IX The applicant’s operating budget determines the amount of

funding they are eligible for. See the tiered matrix below.

1 Tier 1 - Operating budget of $250k and under = 100% subsidy 2 Tier 2 — Operating budget of $250k to $500k = 75% subsidy
for base rental for base rental

e Additional needs can be included (technicians, FOH support, etc.)
* Maximum grant amount: $20,000

Additional needs can be included (technicians, FOH support, etc.)
Maximum grant amount: $15,000

4 Tier 4 - Operating budget of $750k to $1.25 million = 25%

3 Tier 1 — Operating budget of $500k to $750k = 50% subsidy
subsidy for base rental

for base rental

* Additional needs can be included (technicians, FOH support, etc.) « Additional needs can be included (technicians, FOH support, etc.)
* Maximum grant amount: $10,000 e Maximum grant amount: $5,000
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Additional Notes

e Please see the list of confirmed Venue Access Grant Venues here.

* Events must be completed and publicly performed between September 1, 2025, and December 31, 2026. For
rentals that occurred in the past, ASC may make a retroactive reimbursement directly to the organization
upon receiving a grant award.

* Public and private venues are able to join the venue directory if they are interested. Priority will be given to
organizations that seek a rental subsidy from a nonprofit venue that typically hosts arts, science, and history
programming.

e Participating universities (CPCC, UNCC, etc.) are able to join this venue directory if they are interested.

e Participating churches are able to join this venue directory if they are interested. However, the performances
in these spaces cannot contain religious content.

* Union venues are currently not eligible.




Requirements for Venue Use & Liability
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Application Components

* Applicant Overview
a. General information for applicant (contact info, address, business type, etc.)
b. Applicant artistic mission statement (optional)
c. Link to portfolio (if available):
d. Artistic concentration area of event — (This will be a dropdown).
e. Project Title — (maximum two sentences)
f. Key Staff Involved: Describe qualifications and achievements of the key artistic personnel, including
yourself, who are central to the event’s success.

* Signed MOU or contract from Venue that includes proof of availability with chosen venue.

* Accessibility Plan (optional): Document outlining a plan detailing how the event and chosen venue
will be physically and programmatically accessible to individuals with disabilities, in compliance with
ADA standards. In the spirit of equity, we want all people to be able to enjoy your event, though we
understand that not all venues on our provided list are ADA-compliant. If applicant needs assistance to
improve event accessibility, we encourage you to review the North Carolina Arts Council’s Accessibility
Checklist.



https://www.ncarts.org/nc-arts-councils-accessibility-checklist-organizations-pdf
https://www.ncarts.org/nc-arts-councils-accessibility-checklist-organizations-pdf
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Application Components

* Narrative Questions:
A. Past Experience: Describe in detail at least one successful event that the applicant has previously

produced in the last two years that exemplifies relevance, innovation, and top-level mastering of logistics
needed. What made this event impactful?

I. Event Date:

ii. Program Title:

iii. Venue (within Mecklenburg County):

iv. Number of attendees:

v. Name of Venue’s Site Lead:

iv. Phone Number of Venue’s Site Lead:

iiv. Email of Venue’s Site Lead:
iiv. Note: ASC reserves the right to reach out to this previous venue as a reference check to

ensure the information shared is truthful and this rental experience was compliant with all
standards set by the partnering venue.
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Application Components

e Event Vision & Bridging Access: Describe the cultural event(s) the applicant plans to host. What are the key
logistical milestones for planning and executing this event at the proposed venue? How many events for
which funding is being sought, and what are the intended outcomes for this event? How will utilizing this
specific venue help the applicant build new bridges to audiences or communities, eliminating barriers to arts
and culture creating and participation in Mecklenburg County?

 Marketing & Engagement: Please describe the target audience, the strategy for engaging them, emphasizing
how the choice of this venue facilitates broader participation, and how the applicant plans to estimate and
market to achieve attendance goals.
a. What is the estimated attendance goal for this event?
b. Do you plan to send out a post-event survey? Yes/No

e Artist Sustainability: Beyond the grant period, how will this experience uplift the applicant’s artistic work,
promote success, and influence long-term programming and sustainability for their business?
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Application Components

* Rental Budget & Documentation

a. Budget Template: This grant offering does not include a designated budget template. Instead, the

applicant will upload a quote, fully listing out all expected expenses from the venue to showcase how
much support is needed.

b. Budget Questions:

i. Estimated revenue generated as an artist within the last 12 months before application
submission date.

ii. Amount of total rental expense.
iii. Requested subsidy (based on matrix)

c. Provide any additional details that are important to share with panelists when they review this quote.




Evaluation Criteria

| PAGE 4

\,"



| PAGE 4

Reporting

N\






Venhue Access Grant
Timeline

Application opens: Wednesday, January 14th, 2026, at noon
Supporting programming taking place September 1st, 2025 through December 31st, 2026
Application Deadline: Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis with preference to
applications received by Wednesday, February 11th, 2026, at 12:00pm/Noon.

* All applicants must submit an application using our online application form by the published

deadline.

Draft applications will be accepted through Jan. 30t"at 5:00pm.

Award or Declination Notification: TBD. Most likely Mar. 11th for the first round of applications.
All other applicants may expect notification at approximately 4 weeks after application receipt.
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